
Dr. Arthur C. Nelson is Director of the Metropolitan Institute and 
Professor of Urban Affairs and Planning at Virginia Tech based in 
Alexandria, Virginia. Dr. Nelson is one of the nation's leading 
authorities on growth management and metropolitan development.  He 
has more than 200 publications including more than a dozen books. Dr. 
Nelson's research has been sponsored by such organizations as the 
National Science Foundation, National Academy of Sciences, US DOT, 
HUD, EPA, Economic Development Administration, American 
Planning Association, Urban Land Institute, National Association of 
Realtors, and the Brookings Institution among others. He has earned 
honors at every university where he has served such as teacher of the 

year, researcher of the year, and scholar of the year. His students  have won major awards and 
his doctoral students are rapidly becoming the next generation of academic and policy leaders. 
 
For the 91st Arizona Town Hall on Land Use, Dr. Nelson will present new research indicating 
the magnitude of future development facing the state over the next generation, the reasons, and 
important policy implications. The research for the Town Hall will be based on the analytic 
models he developed for and presented to such organizations as Prudential Real Estate, Credit 
Suisse - First Boston, numerous real estate investment trusts, business magazines, and federal 
and state agencies. 


