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Joseph P. Kalt is Senior Economist of Compass Lexecon, an economics consulting firm with 
offices in Tucson, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland and Cambridge.  He is also 
the Ford Foundation Professor of International Political Economy at the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, Harvard University and visiting professor at the Eller College of 
Management, The University of Arizona.  In the mid-1980s, Kalt founded The Economics 
Resource Group, Inc. to provide expert economic analysis in matters of antitrust and 
regulation.  The Economics Resource Group was acquired by Lexecon in 1999, and expanded 
to become Compass Lexecon in 2007.  The company is widely regarded as the world leader in 
expert economic consulting, analysis and testimony.  Kalt’s Cambridge-Tucson offices are 
responsible for approximately $40 million in annual revenues and employ 50 professionals. 

With particular emphasis on the energy, transportation, insurance, and telecommunications 
industries, and working in the US, Canada, Australia, Asia, Latin America, Europe, and the 
Middle East, Kalt has provided expert economic analysis on many of the largest and most 
prominent antitrust, regulation, contract, and merger cases of the last twenty-five years.  He is 
the author of numerous books and articles in his field, including The Economics and Politics of Oil 
Price Regulation, Petroleum Price Regulation: Should We Decontrol? (with Kenneth Arrow), and New 
Horizons in Natural Gas Deregulation (with Jerome Ellig).  He has advised the governments of 
Spain, Thailand, China, Canada, and New Zealand, and testifies frequently before the US 
Congress, federal and state regulatory agencies and courts, and various international tribunals. 

In his academic endeavors, Kalt is noted for his work on economic regulation and on 
economic development on American Indian reservations.  In1987, he founded (with Stephen 
Cornell) the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development.  He continues to 
serve as the Project’s co-director.  He is a principal author of The State of the Native Nations, co-
editor and a primary author of What Can Tribes Do? Strategies and Institutions in the Economic 
Development of American Indian Reservations (with Stephen Cornell), and a principal author of 
Rebuilding Native Nations.  Kalt is also chair of Nation Building Executive Education Programs 
at The University of Arizona’s Native Nations Institute, an institutional partner of the Harvard 
Project. 

Joe Kalt is a native of Tucson, Arizona, graduating from Palo Verde High School in 1969.  He 
received his Ph.D. and M.A. in economics from The University of California at Los Angeles, 
and his B.A. in economics from Stanford University.  He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of The Communications Institute, the National Advisory Board of The Big Sky 
Institute, and the Board of Directors of The Sonoran Institute.  Joe and his wife, Judy Gans, 
have two children.  The family owns Arrow Mountain Ranch, with cutting horse breeding and 
training operations in Montana and Arizona 


