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Town Hall Participants and Observers 
103rd Arizona Town Hall 

“Strong Start. Early Education in Arizona” 
 

Grand Canyon, Arizona 
November 3-6, 2013 

 

 

Jena Akard, Associate Professor, Grand Canyon University, Phoenix 

Torri Anderson, President, Maricopa Unified School District Governing Board; Chairperson, AAI Seeds 
of Change Gala, Maricopa 

Liz C. Archuleta, County Supervisor-District 2, Coconino County Board of Supervisors, Flagstaff 

Colleen M. Auer, Managing Member, Auer Law Firm PLC, Scottsdale 

Nadine M. Basha, Board of Directors, First Things First, Phoenix Background Report Author 

Jenalee Beazley, Student, Cactus Shadows High School, Carefree 

Becky Benda-Dodd, Trainer/Coach, Summit Healthcare, Lakeside 

Kristina (Kris) Bliss, Manager, Maricopa County Community College District, Mesa 

Kathleen V. Bowman, Elementary School Teacher, Catalina Foothills School District, Tucson 

Sandra (Sandy). Breece, Superintendent, Principal, Founder, Telesis Preparatory School, Lake Havasu 
City 

Judith (Judy) Brengi, Certified Public Accountant, Brengi & Jordan, P.C., Peoria 

Jill Briggs, President & CEO, United Way of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff 

Kevin J. Brown, Assistant Clinical Professor, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff 

Shawn Buckhanan, Pastor, St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church, Sierra Vista 

Stella Carr, Student, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff 

Jessica P. Chapman, Student, Rio Salado Community College, Scottsdale 

Christopher (Chris) Chavez, Student, University of Arizona, Tucson 

Gloria Chavez, Sixth Grade Teacher, Adams Elementary School, Mesa 

Mayra G. Chin, Teacher, Outer Limits School; Student, Pima Community College, Tucson 

Terri Clark, State Literacy Director, Read On Arizona, Phoenix 

Julie Coleman, Executive Director, APS Foundation, Arizona Public Service, Phoenix 

Amy Corriveau, Deputy Assistant Superintendent, Early Childhood, Arizona Department of Education, 
Phoenix Background Report Author 

Marilee L. Dal Pra, Vice President of Programs,Virginia G. Piper Foundation, Phoenix Background 
Report Author 

Sara T. DePinte, Graduate Student, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff 

Trinity M. Donovan, CEO, Chandler Christian Community Center; Council Member, City of Chandler 

La Vonne Douville, Sr. Vice President-Community Development, United Way of Tucson & Southern 
Arizona, Tucson 

Aubrey Durham, Student, Cactus Shadows High School 

Claude S. Endfield, Early Childhood Program Chair, Northland Pioneer College, Holbrook 
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Laurel S. Endfield, Career & Technical Education Director-Early Childhood Coordinator, Whiteriver 
Unified School District-Alchesay High School-Alchesay Beginings, Whiteriver 

Connie Espinoza, Program Director, Arizona Infant Toddler Institute, Child & Family Resources, Tucson 

Terry E. Fenzl, Ret. Attorney; Chief of Staff, Arizona Attorney General's Office, Phoenix 

Jodi K. Feuerhelm, Attorney, Partner, Perkins Coie LLP, Phoenix 

John W. Field, Student, Rio Salado Community College, Goodyear 

Ronda Fisk, Attorney, Osborn Maledon, Phoenix Report Chair 

Kimberly R. Flack, Associate General Manager, Education & Outreach, Eight Arizona-PBS, Goodyear 

Stephanie Fornoff, Box Office Manager, Del E. Webb Center for Performing Arts, Wickenburg 

Cheryl L. Foster, Immediate Past President, Arizona Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Tempe Background Report Author 

Thomas R. Franz, President & CEO, Greater Phoenix Leadership, Phoenix 

Jennifer Frownfelter, Vice President, URS Corporation, Phoenix Recorder 

Janet Garcia, Vice President, Valley of the Sun United Way, Phoenix 

Tannya R. Gaxiola, Assistant Vice President of Community Relations, Interim Assistant Vice President of 
Marketing, University of Arizona, Tucson 

Richard Gilman, Organizer, Thinking Arizona, Tucson 

Elena H. Gold, Student Body Senator, Associated Students of the University of Arizona, Tucson 

Susan Goldsmith, Community Builder & Volunteer, Phoenix 

Barbara Gordon, Program Manager, Quality First Program & Arizona self Study Project, Assoc. for 
Supportive Childcare, Tempe 

Richard E. Gordon, Pima County Superior Court Juvenile Judge, Tucson 

Jeanette (Jaye) Grismer, Student, Rio Salado Community College, Phoenix 

Emma H. Gully, Marketing & Resources Manager, Tempe Community Council, Tempe Recorder 

Rita Hamilton, City Librarian, Phoenix Public Library, Phoenix 

Edward Hamre, Student, Arizona State University, Mesa 

Deb L. Hanney, Head Start Director, Western Arizona Council of Governments, Yuma 

Kim Higgins, Third Grade Teacher, Hassayampa Elementary School, Wickenburg 

Debra A. (Debbie) Hill, President, La Cerra Sueno, LLC, Phoenix 

Geraldine A. (Gerry) Hills, Executive Director, Phoenix Public Library Foundation, Phoenix 

Scott A. Holcomb, Attorney, Dickinson Wright/Mariscal, Weeks, Phoenix 

David A. Howell, Regional Director, Government Relations, Wells Fargo Bank, Phoenix Panel Chair 

Ana C. Iddings, Associate Professor of Early Childhood Language & Literacy, University of Arizona, 
Tucson 

Charlene (Char) Imus, Data & Intake Coordinator, Hualapai Tribe Education & Wellness, Peach Springs 

Michael T. (Mike) Ivers, President & CEO, Yuma Community Food Bank, Yuma 

Jaymie Jacobs, Constituent Services, Office of the Pima County School Superintendent, Tucson 

Susan J. Jacobs, Executive Director, Association for Supportive Child Care, Phoenix 
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Irene G. Jacobs Burnton, Chief, Office of Children's Health, Arizona Department of Health Services-
Bureau of Women's & Children's Health, Phoenix 

Angel Jannasch-Pennell, CEO and President, Phoenix Elementary School District, Governing Board 
Member, Koi Education, Phoenix 

Aimee D. Johnson, Student, Chandler-Gilbert Community College, Chandler 

Janet Johnson, Chair of Education, Rio Salado College, Tempe 

Jennifer Johnson, Deputy Superintendent of Programs & Policy, Arizona Department of Education, 
Phoenix 

Sylvia A. Johnson, Director of Educational Enrichment, Flagstaff Unified School District, Flagstaff 

Charles E. (Bud) Jones, Former Chief Justice, Arizona Supreme Court, Phoenix 

Naomi K. Karp, Director, Early Childhood Professional Development, United Way of Tucson & Southern 
Arizona, Tucson Background Report Author 

Kimberly (Kim) Kauffman, In-House Counsel, Apollo Group, Phoenix 

Danelle G. Kelling, Attorney, Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP, Phoenix 

Peggy D. Kirschner, Ret. Educator, ASRA, Litchfield Park 

Shanna Kukla, Program Manager, Pima Community College Center for Early Childhood Studies, Tucson 

Vickey La Motte, Director, Yavapai College Family Enrichment Center, Prescott 

Caroline Lautt-Owens, Director, Dependent Children’s Services, Arizona Supreme Court, Phoenix 

R. Michael (Mike) Lee, Principal, Pinnacle Peak Elementary School, Scottsdale 

Terri Legassie, Special Education Preschool Teacher, Payson Unified School District; Gila Community 
College Adjunct Instructor, Payson 

Sam Leyvas, Interim CEO, First Things First, Phoenix 

Bruce Liggett, Director, Maricopa County Human Services, Phoenix 

Jodi R. Liggett, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of Mayor Stanton, Phoenix 

Joan D. Marrs, Member, Board of Directors, Horizon Moving/Suddath Relocation, Tucson 

Melanie K. Martin, Early Childhood Specialist, Children's Museum of Phoenix, Phoenix 

Ann Mastergeorge, Associate Professor and Early Childhood Extension Specialist, University of Arizona, 
Tucson 

Mary C. Masters, Executive Officer, Laser Options Inc., Scottsdale 

Elizabeth McNamee, Director, Community Development, St. Luke's Health Initiatives, Phoenix 

Patricia Merk, Area Extension Agent & Regional Specialist, University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, 
Phoenix 

August (Sandy) Merz, Teacherpreneur, Tucson Unified School District/AZ K12 Center for Teaching 
Quality, Tucson 

Maria A. Messenger, Early Childhood Program Coordinator, Chandler Unified School District, Chandler 

Julia Meyerson, Executive Director, Vista College Prep, Phoenix 

Jenny Millinger, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Childsplay, Tempe 

Geri A. Mingura, Talent Acquisition Manager, Arizona Public Service, Phoenix 

Michael J. Minnaugh, Attorney, Ridenour, Hienton & Lewis P.L.L.C., Phoenix Recorder 
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George W. Miraben, Consultant, Miraben Consulting; Ret. Senior Vice President & CAO, Illinova Corp.; 
Former Chair, Arizona Town Hall, Tucson Panel Chair 

Debra Mocker-Joaquim, Student, Gateway Community College, Scottsdale 

Julianna D. Myers, Director, Living Outspoken, Avondale 

Patricia (Pat) Nightingale, Deputy Human Services Director, City of Phoenix Headstart, Phoenix 

Shanna N. Orlich, Attorney, Jennings, Strouss & Salmon PLC, Phoenix Report Co-Chair 

Karen Ortiz, Vice President & Program Director for Early Childhood Education, Helios Foundation, 
Phoenix Background Report Author 

Betsy A. Peck, Early Childhood Faculty Member, Northland Pioneer College, Lakeside 

Nancy L. Philippi, Facilitator, College Bound, Capitol Elementary School, Phoenix 

Debbie Pischke, Early Childhood Director, Peoria Unified School District, Peoria 

Pamela Powell, Associate Professor & Chair, Department of Teaching & Learning, Northern Arizona 
University, Flagstaff Background Report Editor 

Anne B. Rawlings, Ret. Educator, Yavapai College; First Things First, Prescott 

Marie A. Raymond, Early Literacy Coordinator, Scottsdale Public Library, Scottsdale 

Cheryl A. Redfield, NBCT Teacher, Gilbert Public Schools, Gilbert 

Wendy Resnik, Children & Teen Services Coordinator, Phoenix Public Library, Phoenix 

J. Scott Rhodes, Managing Attorney, Jennings, Strouss & Salmon, PLC, Phoenix Plenary Chair 

Carrie Lynn Richardson, Law Clerk, Sandra Day O'Connor Courthouse, Chambers of Robert C. 
Broomfield, Phoenix 

Jean Richmond-Bowman, President, FASDNA, Flagstaff 

Daniela Robles, Curriculum/Instructional Coach, Balsz School District, Phoenix 

Veronica V. Robles, Principal, Thompson Ranch Elementary School/Blogger, K-12 Center, Glendale 

James (Casey) Rooney, Director, Economic Development, City of Cottonwood/Verde Valley Panel 
Chair 

Jill E. Rosenzweig, Educational Consultant, First Things First, Tucson 

Melanie Rottweiler, Math Tutor, Cochise College, Sierra Vista 

George A Rushing, Educational Consultant & Community Organizer, New Beginnings, Tucson 

Nicol Russell, Director of Early Childhood Education, Arizona Department of Education, Phoenix 

Michael Sampson, Dean, College of Education, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff Background 
Report Author 

Todd Sanders, President & CEO, Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, Phoenix 

Gustavo (Gus) Schneider, Associate Banking, Bryan Cave LLP, Phoenix Recorder 

Martin (Marty) Shultz, Senior Policy Director, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP, Phoenix 

Laura Sixkiller, Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Phoenix Recorder 

Nina M. Slonaker, Marketing & PR, Arizona State University, Payson 

Jeff J. Smith, Superintendent, Balsz School District, Phoenix 

Mary Snider, Councilmember, Town of Oro Valley 

Brian Spicker, Senior Vice President of Community Impact, Valley of the Sun United Way, Phoenix 
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Gregory D. Stafford, Educator, Desert Ridge High School, Mesa 

Paul Stanton, Superintendent, Humboldt Unified School District, Prescott Valley 

Jane C. Strain, Chair, Cochise College Governing Board, Sierra Vista 

Dee Tamminen, Ret. Pre-School Director; Chair, Southeast Maricopa Regional Council, First Things 
First, Mesa 

Shanna J. Tautolo, Grants & Contract Officer, Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Tucson 

Alan Taylor, Vice President of Professional Education & Training, Southwest Human Development, 
Phoenix 

Brenda Thomas, Preschool Director, Tolleson Elementary School District, Tolleson 

Roxanne Thomas, Kayenta 

Joanne Thomson, Senior Director of Day Services, Benevilla, Surprise 

Rebecca Timmer, Corporate Relations, Dibble Engineering, Phoenix Panel Chair 

Julie Torres, AZ K-12 Center, Oro Valley 

Mary Beth Turner, Exceptional Student Service Coordinator, Yuma 

Scott Turner, President & Founder, Edunuity, Phoenix 

Virginia Turner, Senior Director for the Northeast Region, First Things First, Flagstaff 

Thomas C. (Tom) Tyree, President, Arizona State Board of Education, Yuma 

Cory A. Underhill, Build Arizona Coordinator, Build Arizona, Peoria 

Barbara J. U'Ren, Superintendent, Cottonwood-Oak Creek School District, Cottonwood 

Gina Villarreal, Student, Pima Community College, Tucson 

Rick Wagner, Financial Planner, Ironwood Wealth Management, Chandler 

Ginger Ward, Founder & CEO, Southwest Human Development, Phoenix 

Lucille Watahomigie, Hualapai Educator and Linguist, Peach Springs 

Howard M. Weiske, Council Member, First Things First of Arizona, Mohave & La Paz Counties, Lake 
Havasu City 

Evelyn Whitmer, Area Agent, University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, Sierra Vista 

Robert (Barry) Williams, Superintendent of Schools, Apache County Schools, St. Johns 

Wanda Williams, Administrator of Special Programs, Tolleson Elementary School District, Tolleson 

Tina Wilson, Director of Education, Desert Botanical Garden, Phoenix 

Tina L. Wilson, Administrator, Tempe Christian PreSchool, Phoenix 

Kimulet (Kim) Winzer, Compliance Officer, UnitedHealth Care Community Plan, Phoenix 

James K. Zaharis, Vice-President, Education, Greater Phoenix Leadership, Phoenix 

 

 

OBSERVERS 

Shirley Agnos, President Emerita, Arizona Town Hall, Sun City West 

Kerry Blume, President, United Way of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff 

Eric Descheenie, Tribal Government Relations Director, Navajo County, Holbrook 
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Charlotte Harris, Retired Director of Development, Salpointe Catholic High School, Tucson 

Jennifer A. Hernandez, Northern Arizona Community Mobilizer, Expect More Arizona, Flagstaff 

Gene Karp, Tucson 

Leonard (Len) Kirschner, President, AARP Arizona, Litchfield Park 

Ethan Orr, State Representative, Arizona House of Representatives, Tucson 

Thomas N. (Tom) Slonaker, Ret. Executive Vice President, First Intestate Bank, Payson 

Robert (Bob) Strain, Past Mayor, Sierra Vista; Ret., Assistant Vice President, SAIC; Colonel (Ret.), 
USAF, Sierra Vista 

Leslie F. Turner, Faculty, Suzuki Academy, Phoenix 

Kathleen Wiebke, Executive Director, Arizona K-12 Center ar Northern Arizona University, Phoenix 
Background Report Editor 

 

 


