














Participants of the Future Leaders Town Hall held in Peoria.
Key Periority 4:

Support local entrepreneurs and
small business. Recommended
actions include removing
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Future Leaders Town Hall
locations throughout the state:

Tempe - Rio Salado Conference Center
Peoria - Rio Vista Recreation Center
Prescott - Yavapai College

Yuma - Arizona Western College

San Luis - Arizona Western College
Tucson - Pima Community

College, Community Campus
Flagstaff — NAU
Sierra Vista - Cochise College
Cottonwood — Yavapai College

Future Leaders Town Hall on Arizona’s Economy

On October 7, 2014, the Arizona Town Hall, in partnership with Maricopa Community Colleges and other

IMPACT OF THE ECONOMY ON OUR
COMMUNITY

* Small and family owned businesses were forced to
close their doors during the recession.

e Tourism is a major source of income in Arizona,
particularly winter visitors.

* 'The state of the economy affects the quality of life,
especially for working families.

* A weak economy impacts housing development,
job opportunities, and agricultural production.

* The vibrancy of the economy affects the

availability of funds to invest in education and
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Q D Q FARfZONA’S STRENGTHS AND
CHALLENGES

* Our cost of living is lower than many other areas.

* Being located near the border and within easy

* The natural environment is attractive along with
the milder climate.

* We need to increase the number of qualified
people to do the jobs available.

* Our education system needs improvement to
attract new corporations.

BEST WAYS TO SUPPORT A VIBRANT
AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

* Invest in our education system at all levels and
make it more accessible.

access of large populated areas encourages tourism.

organizations, held a Future Leaders Town Hall on Arizona’s Economy that drew high school and college
students from around the state. Following are some of the key points developed from the gathering.

Encourage more trade and commerce across the

border.

Research more ways to utilize our natural resources,
like solar energy.

Improve Arizona’s reputation through a state
appreciation campaign.

Support our local businesses through incentives
and purchasing.

MESSAGES TO ARIZONA’S ELECTED

LEADERS

Focus on long-term education.

Invest in our infrastructure to attract businesses
and enhance mobility.

Pay attention to the needs and aspirations of the
middle class.

Leaders at the community, state and tribal level all
need to work together for the betterment of all.

Create a receptive business climate with
competitive pay.

COMMITMENTS TO ACTION

Become engaged with our representatives in local
and state government.

Shop locally and support local businesses.

Speak up for what we want to see changed and be
part of advocacy groups.

Educate ourselves and others on economic issues.

Share what I have learned at the Future Leaders
Town Hall at my school and in my community.



After amendments were presented at Wednesday’s
plenary session, participants give the “thumbs up” for
amendments to be included in the final report.

Key Priority 5:

Businesses, individuals
and government leaders
need to support actions
that show Arizona as a
culturally diverse state.

- From the 105th Arizona Town Hall
Report of Recommendations

Arizona’s Economy Quick Links

www.localfirstaz.com Local First Arizona is a statewide non-profit organization working
to strengthen Arizona’s communities and local economies through growing, supporting, and
celebrating locally owned businesses.

www.azcommerce.com The Arizona Commerce Authority is an economic development
organization with a mission to grow and strengthen Arizona’s economy.

www.aaed.com The mission of the Arizona Association of Economic Development is to
serve as Arizona’s unified voice advocating for responsible economic development through an
effective program of professional education, public policy, and collaboration.

www.azchamber.com The Arizona Chamber exists to represent the interests of commerce
and industry in a way that enhances Arizona’s economy.

www.azsba.org 'The Arizona School Boards Association is a private, non-profit, non-partisan
organization that provides training, leadership and essential services to public school governing
boards statewide.

www.azsbde.net Small Business Development Center is a statewide source of assistance for
small businesses in every stage of development.

www.asba.com Arizona Small Business Association is a statewide resource which supports
small businesses through an active and connected community.

How You Can Have An Impact

Share your knowledge and the work of Town Hall participants with family, friends and coworkers.

Use available resources, such as those referenced in the background report for the 105¢th Arizona Town
Hall, to partner with existing organizations and develop ideas that will ensure the vitality of Arizona’s
economy. Download the background report at hrzp:/fwww.aztownhall.org.

Keep up to date on relevant programs in your community and action you can take through the Arizona
Town Hall (hezp://lwww.aztownhall.org).

Arrange a program in your community. Arizona Town Hall can provide resources, speakers, and printed
materials. Use social media and personal networks to share information.

To join existing efforts to pursue recommendations from the 105th Arizona Town Hall, contact the
Arizona Town Hall office.

Be the change. Model the behavior you expect from others.
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We welcome your involvement,
questions, and perspectives.

One East Camelback Rd. | Suite 530

Phoenix, AZ 85012 | 602-252-9600

www.aztownhall.org
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ince 1962, Arizona Town Hall has been educating, engaging and empowering

Arizonans. Town Hall recommendations are a valuable resource for policymakers

because they do not represent the agenda of a particular group or political
perspective. Instead, Arizona Town Hall reports contain the informed consensus of
Arizonans from different political parties, professions, and geographic areas of the state.
A private, non-profit civic organization, Arizona Town Hall has served as a catalyst for
conversations and recommendations that have influenced significant changes in Arizona’s
public policy. Countless local, state, and national leaders have cited Arizona Town
Hall as an important factor in educating people about complex issues, and fostering the
development of civic and community leaders.
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